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Greetings to all, 

The people were like a sheep without a shepherd.  They were scattered, falling prey to 

any predator that happened along.  This was Palestine in the time of Jesus.  They were 

an occupied territory, kept under the heel of Rome.  To be fair, Rome was pretty 

patient.  They were provoked again and again by one group or another.  Still, someone 

was always rising up in rebellion. 

It was into this situation that Jesus was born.  People recognized that He was a leader, a 

king even.  The problem is they understood only one form of leadership.  Rome led 

from the place of a conqueror, and that was all the people could see.  If they were going 

to have a leader, he (I doubt they were looking for a woman to be their leader) would 

have to lead an army. 

However, there had been those who had tried to lead armies against Rome.  All of them 

failed.  It was time for a different form of leadership.  Jesus was that new leader. 

What characterized him was that he led by example.  He showed people what it meant 

to be a servant leader.  On the last night he was with his disciples, he washed their feet 

and told them that this was true leadership. 

He was an example in terms of studying.  He knew the Hebrew Scriptures quite well 

and often quoted from either one of the prophets or the Pentateuch or from the Psalms.  

He had to take time to study the scripture so that what was appropriate for any situation 

was already in mind. 

-continued on page 2 
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Jesus was also a leader who could discern when to attack and when to let things 

take their course.  He was very direct with those who he called hypocrites.  He 

was even angry with them.  Yet, when he saw that he had fulfilled his time on 

earth, he surrendered to the forces that were to crucify him. 

Most of all, Jesus had a clear vision of what his mission was.  He knew that a 

part of that mission would lead him to Golgotha, the place of the skull. 

The church will be seeking a pastor.  What is important is that we don’t get 

locked into a single vision of what a pastor should be.  God uses a lot of different 

people who come from a lot of different backgrounds.  I believe God has one of 

those people that he is preparing for this church. 

Peace, 

Pastor Ross 

 

COMING!!! 

Saturday, July 15, 2017 

A workshop dealing with the second of the 

developmental tasks of a church as they prepare for 

calling a settled pastor will be held from 10:00 A.M. 

till 2:00 P.M. 

This workshop is for any member of the church who is 

interested in where we are going as a congregation.  

Lunch will be provided. 

(Future Developmental Tasks Workshops will be “One 

Mission and Vision,” “Community Connections,” and 

“Our Future.”) 

ATTENTION 

There will be a Congregational Meeting following the 

morning service on July 16.  This is an important 

meeting to elect the additional two members to serve 

on the Pastoral Search Team.  Please tell all and be 

sure to mark your calendar for July 16 at 11:15 A.M. 
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Audrey Sayles-daughter of Bryan Sayles, granddaughter of Shirley Sayles, 

graduate of Maurer School of Law (Bloomington, IN) 

Katherine Sayles-daughter of Bryan Sayles, granddaughter of Shirley Sayles, 

graduate of Albion College 

Kevin Sayles-son of Bryan Sayles, grandson of Shirley Sayles, graduate of 

Jackson College 

Shannon Watts-granddaughter of Jan & Dar Watts, graduate of Western 

Michigan with Music Major in Opera and will be pursuing her Master’s Degree 

Congratulations are extended to:  

Kenwood & Letha Elliott  

on their 63rd Wedding Anniversary  

and 

     Ronald & Edna Harris  

on their 60th Wedding Anniversary! 

Remember, “Just as I was with Moses, so I will 

be with you. I will not leave you or forsake 

you. Be strong and courageous…being careful to 

do according to all the law that Moses my 

servant commanded you…that you may have good 

success wherever you go…meditate on it day and 

night… For then you will make your way 

prosperous, and then you will have good success… 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 

and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is 

with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:5-9  
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 CONGRATULATIONS, 2017 GRADUATES! 

Heather Cummings-daughter of Russ & Cindy Cummings, granddaughter of 

Dick & Sue Dodge, graduate of Jackson College with Associate in Arts, has 

been accepted to University of Michigan and has started classes this spring, 

planning on pursuing a degree in Communications 

Jordan Cummings-son of Russ & Cindy Cummings, grandson of Dick & Sue 

Dodge, graduate of University of Michigan with Bachelor of Science in 

Architecture, working on portfolio to begin the job hunting process 

Molly Czarnecki-daughter of David & Carol Saum, granddaughter of Lola 

Dodge, graduate of Ferris State University with Doctor of Pharmacy Degree 

Abigail Harris-daughter of Kevin & Rebecca Harris, granddaughter of Richard 

& Pat Raby, graduate of Guelph University (Ontario, Canada) with Doctorate 

Degree in Veterinary Medicine 

Mia Hershey-daughter of Mui Lee (Mui is the Chinese girl that escaped from 

Vietnam that Dick & Sue Dodge became guardians of some years ago), 

granddaughter of Dick & Sue Dodge, graduate of Foothill High School 

(Henderson, NV) 

Brody Hiller-son of Scott & Melissa Hiller, graduate of Vandercook Lake High 

School with high honors, considering a career in the medical field and will begin 

fall classes at Jackson College  

Jason Holder-son of Bridget Holder, graduate of Jackson College 

Adam Johnson-son of Jeff & Dorean Johnson, grandson of Victor & Billie 

Johnson, graduate of Vandercook Lake High School with high honors, will be 

attending Jackson College in the fall to pursue the Jackson College Nursing 

program  

Emalee Johnson-daughter of Jeff & Dorean Johnson, granddaughter of Victor 

& Billie Johnson, graduate of Jackson College with a Medical Assistant 

Certificate, currently interviewing and seeking to find a job in her field  

Hannah McGarvey-daughter of Tim & Sharon McGarvey, granddaughter of 

Richard & Pat Raby, graduate of University of Iowa with Master’s Degree in 

Music Therapy 
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SOME FACTS ABOUT CHURCH DECLINE 

Church Attendance in the United States on any given weekend: 

  In 1990, 20.4% of the population. 

  In 2000, 18.7% of the population. 

  In 2005, 17.7% of the population. 

A 2002 survey by Thom Rainer found that only 6% of churches (of the 1,159 

churches surveyed) were growing.  (Growth was defined as increasing 

attendance faster than the population growth.) 

Other research indicates: 

Nearly 50% of Americans have no church home. 

Every year more than 4,000 churches close their doors compared to just over 

1,000 new church starts. 

Every year, 2.7 million church members fall into inactivity. 

In 1900, there were 27 churches for every 10,000 people in America.  In 2000, 

there were 11 churches for every 10,000 people in America. 

The United States now ranks third (following China and India) in the number of 

people who are not professing Christians. 

Half of all churches in the United States did not add any new members in the last 

two years. 

Most visitors to a church will decide in the first few minutes whether or not they 

will come back. 

LADIES: 

You are invited to attend 

Women’s Breakfast, 
dates & locations TBA. 

The breakfast will be held monthly until Book Study resumes in 

September. 

This month’s breakfast will be July 28 at 10:00 A.M.  

@ Blue Moon Café on Page Ave. 
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