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Greetings,
In just a couple of weeks (February 19) we will celebrate “Presidents Day.” When I
was in school we celebrated Washington’s Birthday. That is still the official
government designation. That began in 1885 and in 1971, as a part of the “Uniform
Monday Holiday Act” it was established as the third Monday of February. It is a time
to celebrate Washington’s, Lincoln’s and all presidents’ birthdays.
It is not a religious holiday and we need to be aware of the difference between
celebrating something because of its religious significance. There is nothing wrong
with patriotic or sentimental celebrations, we just need to keep in mind how they differ
from celebrating the clear acts of God. I fear for the survival of our nation when we
confuse patriotism and Christin faith.
It is clear that we are to live in a way that accepts the authority of political leaders
[Titus 3:1, 1 Peter 1:12-14]. That has been misinterpreted to mean we should agree
with them. That interpretation leads to the idea that the rulers are as important as God.
As Christians we are called to have one Lord, one absolute ruler, Jesus the Christ. The
political rulers of this world are to be recognized as leaders because that is the way
things are. However, we must also recognize that the ideas they propose, the direction
they lead in may be in opposition to what God has said is most desirable for all people.
I hesitate to say we should accept the authority of political leaders for fear I will be
misunderstood. A basic part of our sinful nature is to assume we are as good as God
when it comes to our opinions. (Remember that the original sin mentioned in Genesis
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was that they should eat of the forbidden fruit so they could be like God.
[Genesis 3:5]). It is easy to think that what benefits us is necessarily God’s will.
God is concerned with the whole world. God’s love is for the world [John 3:16].
If something is helpful to one group of people and damaging to another group, I
have trouble believing that is “God’s will.”

youth. They were startled (with great delight?) by Ron’s favorite Muppet song,
“Mahna Mahna.” If this was not enough, they finished it off with Hinkley’s
doughnuts.

God has a world view, a universal view, as opposed to most leaders having a very
self-centered view of just a nation. It is God’s view of things that we need to
keep in mind.
In terms of our nation, I believe firmly that it is God’s will that we pray for the
health of our president and our leaders. That means the physical health and the
mental and spiritual health of those leaders. I don’t believe we should pray for
the policies of the president or any leaders which causes distress to groups of
people, either citizens of this century or strangers in our land or citizens of other
countries.
If you want to read a disturbing passage of scripture, read Micah chapter 3. It is
directed toward the leaders of Israel. It talks about knowing justice. It talks
about the prophets (pastors) who cry peace when they are well fed but are
actually hostile to those who have nothing to put in their mouth. It also talks
about perverting equity and rulers who give judgments for a bribe (make
decisions based on how it will profit them).
It appears to me that many of the leaders of this country (including our president)
who are doing these very things. In the process the poor, the helpless and the
stranger is ignored. Micah says that God would not hold Israel guiltless for what
the leaders were doing. “Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins” [Micah 3:12].
I fear a similar fate is in store for this country if we don’t repent and choose
leaders who act in accord with God’s leading.
Pastor Ross
*****************************************************************

IN CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY…
Our prayers and thoughts are extended to the family of Kenyon Wood on the
passing of (Janice) Carol Wood.
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YOUTH GROUP FUN

LOVE THEM ANYWAY

As is the case each year, the First Baptist Youth Group held their annual church
sleepover during Christmas break. However, it was held a little later (January 3)
than usual. Their youth leader, Ron Woodruff, decided to wait until after the
holidays because all the youth members had school off during the week after
New Year’s.
The event was a success! The night started with the arrival of 14 teenagers. All
of whom are members of the group. Ultimately, it was an exciting overnight
sleepover (or lack of sleep).
After dropping off their sleeping bags, the youth assisted in taking down of
Christmas decorations. Once everything was moved to storage, the fun began
with the making of homemade pizza.
If one can imagine 14 teenagers and 2 adults crammed into the church kitchen, it
was a sight to see! Fortunately, Angie Dodge volunteered to assist Ron in
overseeing the pizza creation and baking! Her help was greatly appreciated.
She guided the youth in how to cut-up toppings and how to properly rollout the
dough. The youth all bragged about whose pizza was more impressive, yet Ron
questioned if it could even be called pizza. All humor aside, it was a great
bonding experience for each youth member.
While the pizzas were baking, the youth played human foosball and Ron played
referee. They played multiple times and it was a lot of competitive fun. After
foosball, they ate pizza.
As the night continued, Ron led the students in multiple games and activities,
while Christian music played over the new projector/sound system. They played
Romans and Christians, Spoons, and had blindfolded Jello-eating challenges.
They even played in the new Ga-Ga pit they built last year.
Before the group settled down to watch a faith based movie, they welcomed this
year’s new member, Lauren Jones. Around 1:00 a.m., they finally decided to
watch the movie. Exhausted, at 3:00 a.m., the girls went to bed on one end of
the youth room and the boys closed the curtain wall and slept on the other side.
Ron finally fell asleep around 4:15.
The next morning, before parent pick-up, Ron’s amazing singing awakened the
6

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered; forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; be kind
anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies;
succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, others may be jealous; be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; give the world
the best you’ve got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God; it was never between
you and them anyway.
-Author unknown
To my First Baptist Church Family
The Wood Family wishes to thank everyone for your kind words
of condolence, prayers, cards, and attending Carol’s
memorial Service! A huge thank you to Dick & Sue, Danny &
Sherry Dodge for their work and seeing everything went
smoothly at Carol’s service of worship. It was beautiful. We
wish to give a passionate thank you to Pastor Ross who arrived
at our home shortly after Carol’s passing. While all my family
was present Pastor Ross gave a service of worship for Carol that
meant so much to our family. He is an outstanding pastor.
You are in our thoughts and prayers,
The Kenyon Wood Family
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