
8  

 

 

 

   

 

 

Steeple Breezes 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF JACKSON 

201 S. Jackson Street 

Jackson, MI 49201 

Phone: (517) 784-3151 

  
 
 

 

  

 

Non-Profit 

Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

JACKSON, 

MICH. 

Permit No. 596 

 VOLUME  213 SEPTEMBER 2017 NO. 9 

Greetings to all, 

It is vital to any church’s success for the people of that congregation to know where 

they are going.  There needs to be a standard against while all actions of the church can 

be measured.  Obviously, all Christian churches have a shared goal of sharing the good 

news of Jesus Christ with the world.  However, sharing the gospel is a multi-faceted 

endeavor.  The standard needs to be somewhat unique to each individual congregating.  

An agreed upon Mission Statement is vital to the calling of a new pastor. 

Many mission statements are done by deciding what sounds nice or “spiritual.”  There 

is much more than sounding “spiritual” that is a part of a mission statement.  On 

August 19, 2017, a workshop was held which looked at developing a mission statement 

for the First Baptist Church of Jackson.  There was a consideration of strengths and 

gifts we have as a church, as well as needs of the church and the community.  What is 

not (and should not be) included are various strategies to be employed to make the 

Mission Statement a reality.  Strategy is something that will have to be worked out by 

the church board and the church teams. 

In order for a mission statement to be useful, there are criteria that need to be met.  The 

first four of those criteria are listed below: 

 1. Is this a personal statement?  Does it state something unique about the 

 church? 

 2. Does it have an action element? 

 3. Does it identify the target audience? 
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 4. Does it state how the world will be different because of the mission? 

A final Mission statement needs to be something that is affirmed by the entire 

congregation.  We are asking for your comments about the following Mission 

Statement.  For the next two weeks (September 3rd and 10th), you will have the 

opportunity to comment.  After that time, the church board will present a final 

form of the Mission Statement for adoption by the congregation.  This will guide 

the church’s work for the next several years (it will need to be visited every few 

years to see if it is still a valid statement). 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The First Baptist Church of Jackson is a caring community where personal 

and spiritual needs are nurtured. 

Peace, 

Pastor Ross 

********************************************************* 

ATTENTION CHOIR MEMBERS: 

It is of utmost importance that you be at our first practice, Wednesday, 

September 6th at 6:00 P.M. because we will be singing Sunday, September 10th.  

Thanks so much! 

LADIES: YOU ARE INVITED... 

September is almost here and our church programs will resume.  What an 

excellent time to give our Book Group a try.  Beginning on September 8, we will 

meet in the church library on Friday mornings from 10 to 11.  While we attempt 

to focus on a chosen book, we find that we also look forward to the friendship 

and support we share with each other.  While we read all kinds of books, we will 

begin our third year with a small book recommended by a friend. 

Onesimus is a novel of the first-century Christian church with the struggle for 

Christian truth and understanding in the midst of tragedy and adversity that 

helped lay the foundation of Christ’s church.  The main characters are Onesimus, 

Philemon and Paul. 

Please join us.  It’s a great opportunity. 
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 PRAYER QUILTS—HELP NEEDED  Submitted by Shirley Sayles 

Welcome, September, and the start of a new church year.  Now’s the time to get 

involved and started on some projects that were suggested last spring. 

Do you remember the term “prayer quilts?”  Prayer quilts are small lap-sized 

blankets that are stitched together and given to anyone we might know that needs 

a little tender, loving care (or TLC).  This can only happen if we have people to 

make it happen. 

Wouldn’t it be fun to meet at church on Fridays around 

11:00 A.M. and create these items?  So you say, “I 

can’t sew” or “I can’t thread a needle anymore” or 

“I’ve never made a quilt before!”  Well, there’s more to 

do than that.  We need people to cut material, pick out 

material (which some has already been purchased), and 

tie knots.  Now, I know we’re educated people and 

certainly do those things right?  We have already 

assembled approximately six (6) lap quilts that are 

ready to be tied together, so let’s get started! 

We want to occupy a room upstairs to be able to use some tables to cut out 

patterns, and Mary White has a couple sewing machines she has so kindly 

donated for our use.  What we do need is: 

  Scissors 

  Tape measures 

  Olfa cutters and pad 

  Pins and needles 

  Excitement 

  Enthusiasm 

This project is not limited to women only, so you men, feel free to join us.  We 

will meet Friday at 11:00 A.M. in the fellowship hall on September 15, to get 

organized.If you’d like to join us for book club, we meet at 10:00 A.M. in the 

library, prior to our get together. 

Please consider helping make a prayer quilt to wrap around someone who needs 

our love and prayers.   

God be the light in our eyes, the love in our voice, the gentleness in our steps, 

the compassion in our touch.  Amen. 
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ABC OF MI ANNUAL GATHERING 

Save the date!  On Saturday, October 28, 2017, Covenant Baptist Church in 

West Bloomfield will be hosting the American Baptist Churches of MI Michigan 

Baptist Convention Annual Gathering.  “Responding to the Call” is this year’s 

theme.  Prepare to hear from guest speaker Rev. Dr. Sharon T. Koh, Executive 

Director of American Baptist International Ministries.  Gather in worship and 

fellowship with your American Baptist family.  The annual meeting will be held 

in the morning, but plan to stay all day!  The afternoon will include a very 

special Commissioning Service for the Rev. Dr. Jon and Amanda Good who are 

“Responding to the Call” to Hungary where they will minister in partnership 

with the Baptist Union of Hungary.  The event is open to all who wish to attend.  

Pre-registration is highly encouraged.  If interested, please call or email Nicole at 

the church office.  

SPIRITUAL LIFE TEAM UPDATES 

Rally Day is coming quickly!  Sunday, September 10th immediately following 

church service, there will be the annual potluck.  Hotdogs and drinks will be 

provided, and the congregation is being asked to bring a side dish or dessert.  

There will be a pie eating contest as the Main Event this year, and the Spiritual 

Life Team is currently looking for 4-5 volunteers to participate.  The pie eating 

contest is a fundraising event where people will place their bets on who they 

think will win, and all of the money that is raised from the contest will be 

donated to a charity of the winner’s choice. 

Other announcements:  We are in need of 2-3 Nursery Volunteers.  Sunday 

School will start Sunday, September 17th. 

Dar and I would like to send a BIG thank you to Troy White, Pastor Ross, the 

Connection Group and all those who met at our home to worship Sunday 

evening.  We feel so blessed to be part of this church family, for so much love 

and prayer sent our way.  The Connection taking root is a blessing and answers 

our prayers to “step out of the boat.”  The service was especially meaningful to 

Dar to be able to take communion.  Thanks again and we love all of you. 

-Jan & Dar Watts 
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