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Greetings to all, 

How do you prepare for worship?  Keep in mind, I asked how you prepare for 

“worship,” not “church.”  Getting ready for church is a pretty straightforward physical 

activity, getting up, eating breakfast, cleaning up, and getting dressed.  Getting ready 

for worship is something else entirely.  It is a spiritual activity. 

On September 17, I preached about worship, what it is, and what it means to worship.  I 

also listed five things that tell us we have worshiped.  I was asked about writing these 

things down, and I decided that a good place might be in Steeple Breezes. 

Franklin Segler, in his book “Christian Worship: Its Theology and Practice,” quoted 

Perry F. Webb, former pastor of the First Baptist Church of San Antonio, as saying, “If 

you leave church with your faith stronger, your hope brighter, your love deeper, your 

sympathies broadened, your heart purer, and with your will more resolute to do the will 

of God, then you have truly worshiped.” 1 

Worship will be enhanced if you approach it with these six things in mind; asking 

yourself these questions:         

 Where does my faith need to be strengthened in worship today? 

 What will make my hope brighter today in worship? 

 How is God going to call me to deepen my love in worship today? 

 Where is God going to lead me to deepen my sympathies in worship today? 

 Where is God wanting to purify my heart in worship today? 

 
-continued on page 2 
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 In worship today, in what way will God call me to be more resolute in tuning 

my will to God’s will? 

Remember, God may act through the music, through the scripture that is read, 

through the liturgy we all do together, through the preaching, or even through the 

silent time of prayer before the prayers for the people. 

Peace, 

Pastor Ross 

1. Segler, Franklin M., Christian Worship: Its Theology and Practice, (1967), Broadman Press, p. 12 

********************************************************* 

LAST CHANCE… ABC OF MI ANNUAL GATHERING 

Save the date!  On Saturday, October 28, 2017, Covenant Baptist Church in 

West Bloomfield will be hosting the American Baptist Churches of MI Michigan 

Baptist Convention Annual Gathering.  “Responding to the Call” is this year’s 

theme.  Prepare to hear from guest speaker Rev. Dr. Sharon T. Koh, Executive 

Director of American Baptist International Ministries.  Gather in worship and 

fellowship with your American Baptist family.  The annual meeting will be held 

in the morning, but plan to stay all day!  The afternoon will include a very 

special Commissioning Service for the Rev. Dr. Jon and Amanda Good who are 

“Responding to the Call” to Hungary where they will minister in partnership 

with the Baptist Union of Hungary.  The event is open to all who wish to attend.  

Pre-registration is highly encouraged.  If interested, please call or email Nicole at 

the church office.  

***************************************************************** 

 

 

The family of Edna Bezile…  

Edna and her husband, Lyle, were 

active members in the Fireside Group 

many years ago. 

7  

 

 September 24 Planning Committee meeting for proposal to the 

congregation.  

 Brian presented a plan for Prison Families’ Ministry.  Six areas of 

ministry were identified, who the program would serve, and how it 

would be implemented.  Members of the Executive Board were asked 

to prayerfully consider the plan and offer feedback within the next 

month.    

Next Meeting October 15. 

***************************************************************** 

Mission Statement of the First Baptist Church  

of Jackson, Michigan 

Coming to understand the mission of a local congregation is an arduous process.  

On August 19, over four hours were spent in seeking that understanding and 

putting it into words.  Over the following weeks, comments were received from 

the congregation and incorporated into the preliminary statement arrived at 

during the August 19 workshop.  At the last Executive Board Meeting, there was 

discussion of the statement, and the decision was that there needed to be further 

refinement.  At the beginning of the workshop on September 24, a final version 

was developed. 

Those at the workshop worked toward a consensus on understanding what the 

statement would say.  A consensus was different from a vote, in that everyone 

had to be willing to live with the final product.  There may have been word 

changes someone would have preferred, but they could live with what was 

presented.  That mission statement is presented below. 

The First Baptist Church of Jackson creates a caring community 

where personal and spiritual needs are seen and attended to 

through worship of God, Christ-centered fellowship, and service 

to others. 

The Mission statement will be presented to the next Executive Board Meeting, 

October 15, and they will recommend it for adoption by the congregation at the 

Annual Meeting of this congregation to be held on November 19, 2017. 
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 EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES—9/17/17 

 Custodian works 20 hours weekly and is in building on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday. 

 The front doors are being monitored for locking. 

 The partitions in the upstairs hall restrooms are badly rusted and need 

replacing. 

 Nadine Manchester has again accepted the task of coordinating 

Christmas food baskets. 

 Sheila Claar has again volunteered to coordinate the Operation 

Christmas Child boxes. 

 Advent preparations have begun. 

 FBC live website will begin next week.  The church secretary will be 

trained to maintain the website with current information; Scott Dodge 

and Troy White each requested website training. 

 CROP Walk is on October 8. 

 ABC Annual Meeting is on October 28. 

 Rally Day was a success 

 Sunday School and Youth Group have started for the year. 

 A worker is still needed for the nursery. 

 Clarification was offered concerning distribution of Unified and 

  Designated mission accounts. 

 Copies of 2018 proposed budget were distributed; team members 

were asked to review, edit, and return to Troy White by October 8 for 

preparation for FBC Annual Meeting. 

 Recommendation was made for payroll/bookkeeping service to 

replace volunteers.  

 Use of endowment funds exceeds previously-established guide. 

 A full slate of officers has been completed; additional nominations 

are welcome. 

 Since Pastor Ross Lucas is unavailable for the Annual Meeting on the 

day specified in FBC by-laws, the date was changed to the 3rd Sunday 

in November which is November 19. 

 Suggestions for changes to the work-in-progress mission statement 

were shared; the mission statement will be completed at the  
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FINDING THE BEST VERSION OF YOU by Dr. David McDonald 

Many people often try to live Christianly by following a bunch of rules.  They 

operate under the auspices that it doesn’t matter how you feel or who you are, 

you should just do what’s right and shut up about it.  While it’s true that 

following the rules might produce slightly better behavior, it’s also true that rigid 

adherence without understanding creates brittle, angry Christians whose lives 

eventually shatter from exhaustion and unhappiness. 

You can create so many rules, including (ironically) rules to keep yourself from 

breaking rules, that you will find yourself paralyzed for fear of crossing 

boundaries, either real or imagined.  You will despair.  Eventually, you will give 

up. 

If obedience and authenticity don’t offer sufficient means to live Christianly, 

then there must be a third option.  The alternative is to live with “eschatological 

authenticity.”  The eschaton refers to the end of this Creation and the telos of 

New Creation, in which God’s glory saturates the earth. 

Eschatological authenticity, then, means being true, not to the people we are 

now, but being true to the people we will one day become when Christ has 

completely been consummated in us.  We live as the best possible version of 

ourselves. 

The problem is we’re not there yet.  So we must imagine what the best possible 

version of ourselves entails.  We have to ask ourselves: 

 When I’m at my best, how do I overlook   

an offense? 

 When I’m at my best, how do I love other 

people? 

 When I’m at my best, how do I walk in 

step with the Spirit? 

 When I’m at my best, how do I use my 

resources, gifts, and abilities for the glory 

of God? 
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